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2026 STURGIS SURVIVAL GUIDE

v BEFORE YOU LEAVE HOME

Documents

I Driver’s License
1 Motorcycle Endorsement
[J Registration

OInsurance Card

[0 Roadside Assistance Card
[J Medical Information

[0 Emergency Contacts

Motorcycle Inspection

O Tire Pressure
O Tire Tread

O Oil & Fluids
(1 Battery

[J Brakes

[ Headlight

[0 Brake Light

O Turn Signals

O Horn

[ Drive Belt / Chain

O Tool Kit

Pack These Items
[ Rain Gear

1 Extra Gloves
[0Phone Charger
] Battery Pack

U Tire Repair Kit

O Flashlight

O First Aid / Trauma Kit
OO0 Water

O Sunscreen

U Prescription Medications

&) MONEY SAVER

A pre-trip inspection at home is almost always less expensive than a repair during Rally Week.
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v REVIEW YOUR INSURANCE

Before you leave, ask your insurance agent these questions.

Do | have:

O Uninsured Motorist Coverage? [0 Custom Parts Coverage?
O Underinsured Motorist Coverage? O Trip Interruption?
[1Medical Payments? 1 Rental Reimbursement?
[1Passenger Coverage? [0 Roadside Assistance?

[0 Accessory Coverage?

If you don’t know the answer... Now is the time to find out.

v DO YOU REALLY KNOW YOUR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE?

Many riders buy roadside assistance based on price.
That’s a mistake.

Ask these questions.

O How far will you tow my motorcycle? O Do you offer fuel delivery?
O Is the limit based on miles or dollars? [ Flat tire assistance?

O Can | choose the repair shop? [ Battery service?

1 Do you use motorcycle-trained towers? U Trip interruption?

[0 Do you use wheel chocks? O Hotel reimbursement?

[0 Can you tow my trailer?

MONEY SAVER

The cheapest roadside assistance plan often becomes the most expensive after your first tow.
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v IF YOUR BIKE BREAKS DOWN...

Ask before the motorcycle is loaded.
O Hook-up fee?

1 Loaded mileage charge?

[ Unloaded mileage charge?

O] After-hours fee?

[1Storage fee?

Remember...

A breakdown doesn’t justinclude a tow.
It may also include:

* Hotel

* Meals

e Taxi or Uber

* Extra camping

[1Weekend surcharge?

[0 Can | ride with the tow truck?

0 Where are you taking my motorcycle?
I Are parts available?

[0 How soon can repairs begin?

¢ Rental vehicle
e Missed concerts

e Lost riding days

A simple mechanical problem can quickly turn into a four-figure vacation expense.
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v DON'T GET THESE TICKETS...
Ask before the motorcycle is loaded. The easiest way to ruin your vacation? A preventable citation.

Violation Possible Consequences

No Motorcycle Endorsement Citation / Possible Tow

No Insurance Citation / Possible Impound

Expired Registration Citation

Improper License Plate Citation

Speeding Fine & Points

Careless Driving Fine

Reckless Driving Heavy Penalties

Illegal Passing Citation

Burnouts / Exhibition Driving  Citation

Open Container Citation

DUI Arrest, Tow & Jail

Parking Violations Ticket or Tow
A RIDERTIP

Keep your driver’s license, registration and insurance card together where they can be quickly accessed during a
traffic stop.

[0 No Driver’s License [ Expired Registration
1 No Motorcycle Endorsement [0 Suspended License
[INo Insurance I Illegal Plates
Then add:

* Tow Bill

¢ Daily Storage Fees
e Impound Fees
e Taxi Ride

e L ost Riding Time
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v BLACK HILLS RIDES YOU SHOULDN’T MISS

[1Needles Highway [0 Mount Rushmore
[Ilron Mountain Road [ Crazy Horse Memorial
[1Spearfish Canyon 1 Deadwood

0 Vanocker Canyon I Devils Tower

O Custer State Park [0 Badlands National Park
A RIDERTIP

Ride your ride.

Don’t let another rider determine your speed through the curves.

v WATCH THE WEATHER

South Dakota weather can change quickly.

Carry:

1 Rain Suit 1 Eye Protection
1 Sweatshirt [ Drinking Water
O Warm Gloves O Sunscreen
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v STURGIS BUDGET CHECKLIST
Don’t just budget for the fun stuff.

Budget for the unexpected.

Trip Budget

O Fuel [0 Concert Tickets

[0 Hotel/ Camping [0 Souvenirs

0 Food O Vendor Purchases

Emergency Fund

O Tow Bill [0 Medical Deductible
I Tire Repair O Taxi / Uber
U] Extra Hotel Night U Extra Fuel
1 Motorcycle Repairs [ Unexpected Delays

(&) MONEY SAVER

The riders who have the best Sturgis experience usually aren’t the ones who spent the most. They’re the ones
who planned the best.
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FINAL THOUGHTS

The 90th Anniversary Rally will be here before we know it.

| certainly hope Motorcycle Rider News is still publishing, BikerDown is still helping injured riders across the
country, and I’m still throwing a leg over my motorcycle and making the ride to Sturgis.

But the truth is, none of us are promised another riding season.
If you’ve been thinking about making the trip, don’t wait for another milestone year.
Ride while you can. Support the local businesses that make this rally so

special.
Explore the Black Hills.

Meet someone you’ve never met before.
Watch the concerts.

Take the long way home.
Most importantly...

Prepare before you leave home.

A little planning can save hundreds—or even thousands—of dollars. More importantly, it can help ensure the
stories you bring home are about incredible roads, unforgettable friendships and amazing adventures—not
preventable problems.

For me, that’s what Sturgis has always been about.
It’s more than a motorcycle rally.

It’s areminder that life is short, every ride is a gift and the roads we’re lucky enough to travel today should never
be taken for granted.

So if 2026 is your year, make it count.

Ride smart.

Ride prepared.

Ride grateful.

And I’lIl see you somewhere in the beautiful Black Hills.

— Laurie Montoya

About the Author

Laurie Montoya is the Publisher of Motorcycle Rider News and the Founder and President of BikerDown
Foundation, a national nonprofit organization that has spent more than 16 years assisting injured motorcycle
riders and their families. Through Motorcycle Rider News, BikerDown, radio, and educational programs, Laurie
continues to advocate for rider safety, accident preparedness, insurance education and helping motorcyclists
return home safely after every ride.
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